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Since 1935, Alaska magazine has charted the development of our biggest, most mysterious state.

With compelling stories on such events as earthquakes, tidal waves, grizzly and polar bear attacks,

the Russian influence, the Gold Rush, the Japanese invasion of the Aleutians during World War II,

hunting and fishing, the lives of sourdoughs, village life, and much more, The Last Frontier truly

captures the essence of our largest state.Other chapters include the tale of the Eskimo commercial

pilot, flying villagers across the Arctic. Or the one about the young woman who conducted the 1940

census in the Interior by dog team. Or the story about the family who placed their automobile on a

raft, hooked paddles to the axles, and steered their home-built paddle-wheeler down the Yukon

River to the first road-whereupon they removed the car from the barge, and drove home to

Nebraska.Other stories you won't want to miss in this book include: Don Sheldon's floatplane

rescue of eight men from white water; the mystery of Klutuk, the beast of the tundra; how Julie

Collins's sled dog saved her life; the trials and tribulations of a nurse running a hospital on the arctic

coast in 1921; an Athabascan writer interviews her grandmother, a medicine woman; newsworthy

events across the state and much, much more.
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I bought this book for stories about fishing, hunting, trapping, wilderness travel and "white knuckle"

adventure. What I found was a book that covered a wide variety of topics, all relevant to Alaska but

in some cases a little "tame" or mundane for the typical adventure reader.So, as is always the case,

whether or not you'd like this book depends on your particular interests. I give it a high rating



because it has something for everybody. In fact, the book contains almost 60 stories and if you find

only 10 that you really enjoy the book is worth buying. I also rated it high because while every story

is not a "gripping" adventure thriller, many of them are, and others are informative, entertaining or

interesting in other ways.Among the more "riveting" stories are two about men surrounded or

pursued by wolves; one about researchers on a frozen lake during an earthquake; one about a

fisherman caught under a capsized fishing boat and one about a daring float plane rescue of men

stranded in a deep canyon river. There is the obligatory "avalanche" story and another about a

raging walrus, and several "big fish" stories.One or two stories deal with the psychological effects of

prolonged isolated, wilderness living. Another, and one of my personal favorites, is a unique and

revealing story about crime and punishment in the bush. It is entitled "Of Traps and

Treasures--Klutuk."Another story, "My Sunset Moose" deals with the realization that time changes

everything, and that for better or worse, change must be accepted. Another, "A Trapper Leaves the

Country" deals with the same subject, in the same somber way, but in a different context.
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